
An artist’s ren-
derring of the 
actual coffee 
shop in Iloilo City  
where the Broth-
ers House Pro-
gram was 
hatched.

The Official History of the Brothers House Program
Do you really want to 

know how the Magic began?  

The concept of the 
BrothersÕ House Program in 
La Salle Academy was given 
birth at a tavern in the bus-
tling City of Iloilo in the is-
land of Panay in the summer 
of 2004. Okay, it was not a 
tavern, but a little coffee shop 
just outside of the downtown 
area, where a La Salle 
Brother and his former stu-
dent (a lady graduate of St. 
Joseph School Ð La Salle in 
Bacolod City) met one eve-
ning for a chat to update each 
other about how life was go-
ing along for each of them. 
Eventually, the conversation 
led to a discussion on hopes 

and dreams for the school the 
lady loved most, her high 
school Alma Mater. She pro-
posed to the Brother a secret 
dream of setting up a pro-
gram where all the students 
will be divided into Houses 
and have certain activities 
together - just like in the 
movie, Harry Potter. Its main 
purpose was to make a big 
community feel intimate 
through projects, activities 
and goals that each member 
of the House can work on 
together to complete or to 
achieve. It did not seem quite 
impossible, thought the 
Brother. Armed with some 
additional bright ideas of 
how to make something from 
Þction come to life for the 

beneÞt of the students, teach-
ers and support staff, the 
Brother drew up a plan based 
on that t•te-ˆ- t• te. He shared 
this with the lay administra-
tors of the school and all of 
them felt that this concept of 
community building was 
worth a try. Thus, in  June 
2004, the Brothers House 
Program dawned in St. Jo-
seph School - La Salle.

Three years later, on the 
island of Mindanao, La Salle 
Academy was ready to em-
brace a similar set-up, hoping 
to achieve the same goals. 
What was once a Þgment of a 
wild imagination became a 
reality. And that reality was in 
reality, magical. ✵
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The Brothers House 
Program Aspirations 
and Objectives

La Salle Academy is a Lasallian 
school located in Iligan City, Lanao 
del Norte, Philippines. It is the Þrst 
of the third generation of La Salle 
schools founded by the De La Salle 
Brothers in the country, which in-
clude: La Salle Green Hills in Man-
daluyong City (1959), Saint Joseph 
School-La Salle in Bacolod City 
(1960), and De La Salle Lipa in 
Lipa City (1962).

La Salle Academy is a basic 
education unit composed of grade 
school, high school and the night 
high school departments with a stu-
dent population of roughly about 
2,800 and teachers and support staff 
numbering 120. It is also notewor-
thy that La Salle Academy occupies 
unique niche among the Lasallian 
District schools in the Philippines.  
It is a Catholic school that also ca-
ters to a signiÞcant number of chil-
dren of Muslim families. (close to 
20% of the student population). 

Given that the school has a rela-
tively big student population, it is 
quite possible that there is little in-
teraction among the different major 
departments and even among year 
or grade levels. It is also important 
to note that being a school for chil-

dren and teens, the present students 
are commonly at an age that relat-
ing to peers is at a very active phase.  
This can mean that in each one of 
them, there is a need Ò to belong.Ó  
Also, according to the adult mem-
bers of the school, what they value 
much in this institution is the strong 
community spirit that has been pre-
sent dynamically in so many years.  
Though today LSA is a known sim-
ply as an Òeducational institutionÓ, 
the preferred manner of relation-
ships has been one that has a wel-
coming, personal and supportive 
touch.

Thus, having in mind one im-
portant aspect of the Mission 
Statement of LSA Ð Òequipping the 
students with a balanced knowledge 
in all areas of scholarship in the 
light of the Gospel and engaging 
everyone in the community in a 
living relationship of communionÓ 
Ð the Brothers House Program 
takes on the ASPIRATION that 
Òthe School Can Become a Home.Ó

Through the following OB-
JECTIVES, each House hopefully 
intends to:

- Go beyond the traditional 
borders, between the adults 
and the youth and across the 
grade/year levels or depart-
ments, through alternative ac-
tivities.

- Acquaint as many mem-
bers with each other.

- Foster quality relation-
ships that are based on mutual 
trust, collaboration and re-
spect.

- Build up among all the 
members the ownership of  the 
House identity, which is based 
on the Lasallian values.

- Encourage a more posi-
tive perception of  competi-
tiveness.

- Encourage each member 
to seize the opportunities to 
develop self-confidence, tal-
ents and skills. ✵
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“The 
School can 
become a 
Home.”
Br. Dindo Maralit FSC                      
St. Joseph School-La Salle

An objective of the House Program
is to encourage each member to seize the 
opportunities to develop self-confidence, 
talents and skills.
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The Headmaster and the Council of Overseers
a brief description of the organizational relationships

This is the highest position in the Brothers House 
Program is the Headmaster. This is usually, in the 
case of La Salle Academy, the Brother President. Final 
rulings and the granting of points to the Houses for 
their standing in the competitions are responsibilities 
that lie solely in the hands of the Headmaster.  He pre-
sides over matters brought forth to his attention con-
cerning the House Program.  Before a school year is to 
begin, he chooses the House Couples assigned to each 
House. 

The Headmaster is to be assisted by the Council 
of  Overseers (CoO). For the inaugural year, the 
members of the Council of Overseers are the Brothers 
assigned to La Salle Academy. After this, and upon the 
will of the Headmaster, a CoO will be formed com-
posed of adults (non-Brothers) who will be recom-

mended by the House members and approved by the 
Headmaster. Each member of the CoO has a “neutral 
status” in terms of House afÞliations for the duration of 
the school year.  Essentially, the CoO is composed of 
four adults who shall act as a neutral consultative and 
executive body of the Headmaster. SpeciÞcally, the 
CoO oversees the design, revision and implementation 
of the over-all program plan of activities, delegates, 
mediates and ofÞciates in the competitions, and advises 
the Headmaster.

 The most incorruptible and highly-respected adult 
House member may be recommended to the Headmas-
ter to be part of the CoO and shall cut his or her per-
sonal ties with the House of origin for that particular 
school year. La Salle Brothers may also be assigned to 
form part of the CoO in any school year. ✵
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Final rulings and the granting 
of points to the Houses for 
their standing in the competi-
tions are responsibilities that 
lie solely in the hands of the 
Headmaster.  
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The House of Br. Ben	 	 	 The House of Br. Jai
Fondly called as the House of ÒBen,Ó the name as-

sumed was from St. Br. Benilde Romancon (1805-
1862), who Òwas noted for his spirit of prayer and char-
ity, and he also distinguished himself  by showing great 
wisdom in leading his confreres, and counseling both 
students and their parents in Christian living.Ó 

The ofÞcial House mascot is the mythical Þre-
breathing, ßying dragon. In many Eastern and Native 
American cultures dragons were, and in some cultures 
still are, revered as representative of the primal forces of 
nature and the universe. They are associated with wis-
domÑoften said to be wiser than humansÑand lon-
gevity. In some cultures, they are said to be capable of 
human speech. They are also said to be able to talk to 
all animals.

The primary color representation of the House is 
yellow. Yellow is a bright, cheerful color, often associ-
ated with happiness and peace. The secondary color is 
orange. Like yellow, orange is bright and cheerful. !

      Fondly called as the House of ÒJai,Ó the name as-
sumed was from St. Br. Jaime Hilario (1898-1937), 
who was a martyr and whose last words before he was 
executed during the Spanish Civil War were ÒTo die for 
Christ, young people, is to live.Ó 

The ofÞcial House mascot is the mythical Þrebird 
phoenix. The bird is said to regenerate when 
wounded, thus almost immortal and invincible - a sym-
bol of divinity. Tears from a phoenix can heal wounds.

The primary color representation of the House is 
red, the original color of the phoenix. In Chinese cul-
ture, red is the color of good luck and success.  In 
Christianity, red also symbolizes the blood of martyrs. 
Above all, red represents the idea of love. The secon-
dary color is purple. The original color purple is the 
color of a dye made from a mollusk that, because of its 
incredible expense (more expensive than gold), in classi-
cal antiquity became a symbol of royalty because only 
the very wealthy could afford it.
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THE FOUR HOUSES: The House is the most important “building block” of the 
program. Embodied by all its adult and young members, it is anticipated that affable ac-
quaintances are widely encouraged, quality relationships are developed and deepened, the 
House identity are owned, and collaboration or cooperation is the preferred way to ac-
complish tasks. Membership into the House is done through the House Sorting Activity at 
the beginning of the year, particularly among the grade school classes, the frosh and 
student-transferees including newly-hired full time teachers and support staff. 
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The House of Br. Migz	 	 The House of Br. Myu
Fondly called the House of ÒMigz,Ó the name as-

sumed was from St. Br. Miguel Febres Cordero 
(1854-1910), who was an outstanding scholar due to his 
proliÞc production of textbooks and writings on litera-
ture and the natural sciences, and he was noted also as 
an Òepitome of kindness and affability.Ó 

The ofÞcial House mascot is the tiger. Tigers (Pan-
thera tigris) are mammals of the Felidae family. They are 
apex predators and the largest feline species in the 
world. Strength, cunning, and courage are the admira-
ble traits of the tiger.

The primary color representation of the House is 
black. Black is not a color, strictly speaking. It is the 
absence of all colors. It then denotes mystery, providing 
a sense of potential and possibility. It is also associated 
with power, elegance and formality. The secondary 
color is brown. It is the color of the earth, thus imply-
ing love for the environment like the color green. Some 
shades of brown create a warm, comfortable feeling of 
wholesomeness, naturalness and dependability.

Fondly called as the House of ÒMyu,Ó the name 
assumed was from St. Br. Mutien-Marie Wiaux 
[pronounced as Òwee-yoÓ](1841-1917), who Ògave a 
perfect example of all the virtues; especially notable 
were his patience, obedience and his religious obser-
vance of the Rule.Ó

The ofÞcial House mascot is the blue whale. The 
Blue Whale (Balaenoptera musculus) is a marine mammal 
said to be the largest animal to have ever lived on 
Earth. Whales are associated with intelligence, longev-
ity, might, gentleness, peace and love for the environ-
ment.

The primary color representation of the House is 
blue. It is often the color associated with the sea and 
sky. It conveys calm, strength, friendliness, steadfastness, 
intelligence and conÞdence. The secondary color is 
pink. It denotes charm, playfulness and tenderness 
often identiÞed with positive child-like attitudes. It also 
conveys good health, freshness, happiness and general 
contentment.
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THE FOUR HOUSES: We could have chosen to use Gryffindor or Slytherins or 
even names of Philippine heroes like Rizal or Bonifacio. But we wanted to give “airtime” to 
our Lasallian Saints whose inspiring stories would be in the collecting dust in the book-
shelves if we did pay tribute to them through the Brothers House Program. It is in their 
honor then that we instituted this Brothers House Program in this school. In the different 
meaningful activities we will hold each year, we will always remember these sons of St. 
John Baptist de La Salle who dedicated themselves in the ministry of educating the young.



The House Couples

The House Couples are mem-
bers of the House who have been 
chosen by the Headmaster to act as 
parents of the House. The Head-
master makes it a point to choose 
adult members (usually a male and 
a female teacher or support staff  
member) of a particular House who 
are not presently central or middle 
level administrators so as to make a 
clearer delineation between ofÞcial 
school functions and House-related 
activities. They are given the vital 
task as the animating and bind-
ing spirit of the House. They are 
expected to act as benevolent par-
ents to the needs of the young 
members and as perceptive leaders 
to the other adult members. They 
are expected to attend to the general 
management of the House with the 
help of the House Council of 
Adults (HCA) and the House Coun-
cil of Students (HCS).  In times of 

the ofÞcial House events or competi-
tions, they are responsible in making 
sure that the House is well-
represented. They are also expected 
to make the necessary judgment 
calls in light of the entire HouseÕs 

participation and performance. The 
House Parents are also expected to 
work together as a couple, sharing 
their time, talent and treasure for 
the good order of the House.

The House Council of 
Adults (HCA)

The House Council of Adults 
(HCA)  is given the vital task of as-
sisting the House Parent in the re-
alization of the program in the 
realm of the House. This Council is 

composed of 5 wise adult members 
of the House, who are either elected 
or appointed into the Council. They 
are expected to attentive to the 
needs of the House Parent, espe-
cially because, alone, the House 
Couples can only do so much.

The House Council of 
Students (HCS)

The House Council of Students 
(HCS) is given the vital task of as-
sisting the House Couples and the 
House Council of Adults in imple-
menting programs of the House 
especially those that directly affect 
the student members of the House. 
The HCS is composed of either 
elected or appointed students with 
excellent leadership qualities. Al-
though it may vary from House to 
House, the usual composition of the 
HCS is 15, that is, one male and 
female student from each year level 
in the Day High School, one repre-
sentative from the Night High 
School, and the class mayors of the 
Grade School classes that belong to 
the House. Student House Council 
members are selected using an ap-
propriate, informed and fair process 
determined by the HCA.
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House couples are given 
the vital task as the ani-
mating and binding spirit 
of the House. They are 
expected to act as be-
nevolent parents to the 
needs of the young mem-
bers and as perceptive 
leaders to the other adult 
members.

The House Council of Adults (HCA)
They are expected to attentive to the needs of the House Parent, especially because, alone, the 
House Parent can only do so much.
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