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HOW THE MAGIC BEGAN

An artist’s ren-
derring of the
actual coffee
shop in lloilo City
where the Broth-
ers House Pro-

gram was
hatched.

The Official History of the Brothers House Program

Do you really want to
know how the Magic began?

The concet of the
Brothers® Houserogram in
La SalleAcademy was gien
birth at a tavern in thebus
tling City of lloilo in theis
land of Panay in thesumme
of 2004. Okg, it was not a
tavern, but a little coffee shop
just outsideof the downtown
area, where a La Salle
Brothe and his drmer stu
dent (a la¢y gradude of St.
Joseh Shool b La Sallen
Bacolod City) meoneeve-
ning for a dat to updde each
other about hav lifewas ge
ing along ér each of them.
Eventually the corversdion
led to a discussion on hape

and dieams 6r the shool the

lady loved most, he high
sdool Alma Maer. Shepro-
posel to theBrothe a seret
dream of sdting up a po-
gram where all thestudents
will be divided into Houses
and have catain activities
togdher - just likein the
movie, Harry Potter. Its main
purposewas to maka big
comnunity fedl intimate
through pojects activities
and goals thieeach membe
of the Housecan vork on
togeher to complee or to
achieve. It did not sem quite
impossile, thought the
Brother. Armed with some
additional bright idas of
how to makesomehing from
pction comeo lifefor the

benebt of the students teach-
ers and support stifthe
Brothe drew up a plan bask
on tha tete-"-tete. He shaed
this with thelay administra
tors of the shool and all of
them fdt that this concet of
community building was
worth a try. Thus in dine
2004, theBrothe's House
Program dawvned in St. 8-
seh Sdool -La Salle

Three years lder, on the
island ofMindanaqg La Salle
Acadeany was eady to en-
bracea similar seup, hoping
to adieve the samegoals
What was once bgmat of a
wild imagindion becamea
reality. And tha reality was in
reality, magicals
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La SalleAcademy is a Lasallian
sdool locded in lligan City Lanao
de Norte, Philippines It is thebrst
of thethird generation of La Salle
sdools bundeal by theDe La Salle
Brother's in thecountry, which in-
clude La SalleGreen Hills in Man
daluyong City (1959), Sainbdeh
Scooldia Sallein Bacolod City
(1960), and Déa SalleLipa in
Lipa City (1962).

La SalleAcadeny is a basic
educdion unit compose of grade
sdool, high skool and thenight
high stiool dgartments with a stu
dent populdion of roughly about
2,800andteachersand supportstaf
numbeing 120. It is also noveor-
thy that La SalleAcadeny occupis
uniqgueniche among theLasallian
District stools in thePhilippines
It is a Caholic stool tha also ca
ters to a signibPcanumbe of chil-
dren of Muslim families (closdo
20% of the studet populdion).

dren and tens the present studats
are commonly &an agethat relat-
ing to pers is &a \ery actie phase
This can man thd in each oneof
them, theeis a ned O to blengO®
Alsq accoding to theadult men-
bers of the shool, what they value
much in this institution is thetrong
commnunity spirit tha has ben pre-
sent dynamically in so manyears
Though todg LSA is a knan sim
ply as an @eicaional institutionO,
the preferred manne of relation-
ships has tem onethat has a -
coming pesonal and supporti/
toudh.

Given tha the sthool has aela-
tively big studat populdion, it is
quite possile that there is littlein-
teraction among thalifferent major
departments and gen among gar
or gradelevels It is also important
to notethat being a sbool or dhil-

Thus having in mind onam-
portant aspet of the Mission
Staement of LSA B Quipping the
students with a balanatknovledge
in all aras ofsdolarship in the
light of the Gospéand engaging
everyonein thecomnunity in a
living relationship of comnunionO
b theBrothers HouseProgram
takes on theASARATION that
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Br. Dindo Maralit FSC
St. Joseph School-La Salle

Through thefollowing OB
JECTIVES, each Househopdully
intends to:

- Go beyond the traditional
borders, between the adults
and the youth and across the
grade/year levels or depart-
ments, through alternative ac-
tivities.

- Acquaint as many mem-
bers with each other.

- Foster quality relation-
ships that are based on mutual
trust, collaboration and re-
spect.

- Build up among all the
members the ownership of the
House identity, which is based
on the Lasallian values.

- Encourage a more posi-
tive perception of competi-
tiveness.

- Encourage each member
to seize the opportunities to
develop self-confidence, tal-

OtheScool Can Beomea HOMeO ents and skills.
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Final rulings and the granting
of points to the Houses for
their standing in the competi-
tions are responsibilities that
lie solely in the hands of the
Headmaster.

The Headmaster and the Council of Overseers

This is thehighest position in thérothe's House
Program is theHeadmaster. This is usuallyin the
caseof La SalleAcadeny, the Brothe President. Final
rulings and thegranting of points to theHouses br
their standing in thecompditions ae responsibilitis
that lie soldy in thehands ofthe Headmaste He pre-
sides aver matters biought brth to his #ention con
cening theHouseProgram. Bdore a stiool year is to
begin, hechoose theHouseCouples assigreeto each
House

The Headmasteis to beassistg by the Council
of Overseers (Co0O). For theinaugural yar, the
membe's of the Council of Oversesrs ae the Brothers
assignd to La SalleAcadeny. After this and upon the
will of the Headmaste a CoO will beformed com
posel of adults (norBrothe's) vho will berecom-

mended by theHousemembe's and appoved by the
Headmaste Ead manmbe of the CoO has aneutral
status” in terms of Houseafpblidions br theduraion of
the sdool year. Essatially, the CoO is compogi of
four adults wo shall act as @utral consultéive and
executive body of the Headmaste Speibcallythe
CoO oversess thedesign, evision and implmentation
of the over-all program plan ofactivities ddegates
mediates and ofPcias in thecompditions and advise
the Headmaste

The most incoruptible and highlyrespected adult
Housemembe may berecommanded to theHeadmas
ter to bepart of the CoO and shall cut his or heer-
sonal tis with theHouseof origin for that particular
sdool year. La SalleBrothers ma also beassigne to
form part of the CoO in ary sdool year. *
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Fondly callel as theHouseof OBa,0 thenameas
sumeal was fom St. Br. Benilde Romancon (1805-
1862), ino Owas notkfor his spirit ofprayer and dar-
ity, and healso distinguishiehimsdf by shaving geat
wisdom in lading his confires and coundeng both
students and the parents in Christian livingd

The ofbcial Housmascot is thenythical be-
breathing, Byingdragon. In mary Easten and Ndive
American cultues dragons @re, and in someultures
still are, revered asrepresentative of the primal forces of
nature and theuniverse They are associted with wis
domNoften said to bavise than humansNand lor
gevity. In somecultures they are said to becapaltbe of
human spech. They are also said to balle to talk to
all animals

The primary color epresentation of the Houseis
yellow. Yellow is a bright, keerful color often assoei
ated with happinas and pace The se&ondaly color is
orange. Like yellow, orangeis bright and beerful. !
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fondly callel as theHouseof Odi,0 theameas
sumeal was fom St. Br. Jaime Hilario (18981937),
who was a martyr and hoselast vords bdore hewas
executed during theSpanish Civil Vir were OB diefor
Christ, young peple is to lieO

The ofbcial Housmascot is thenythical bebird
phoenix. Thebird is said toegenerate when
wounded, thus almost immortal andvincible - a sym
bol of divinity. Tears flom a phoaix can hal wounds

The primaly color epresentation of the Houseis
red, theoriginal color ofthe phoeix. In Chinesecut
ture, red is thecolor of good luck and sucse In
Christianity red also symboles theblood of martyrs
Above all, red represants theidea of love. The seon
dary color ispurple. The original color pupleis the
color of a dye madefrom a mollusk thia becauseof its
incredible expense(mote expensiwe than gold), in classi
cal antiquity beamea symbol ofroyalty becauseonly
the very wealthy could aford it.
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Fondly callel the Houseof OMigz,0 theameas
sumel was fom St. Br. Miguel Febres Cordero
(18544910), o was an outstandingtsalar dueto his
prolibc poduction oftextbooks and writings on Ita-
ture and thenatural scieces and hewas notd also as
an Opitomeof kindness and d&bility.O

The ofbcial Housmascot is theiger. Tigers ¢an-
thera tigris) are mammals ofthe Felidae family They are
ape predators and thdargest fdine speies in the
world. Strength, cunningand couragere the admira
ble traits ofthetiger.

The primay color epresentation of the Houseis
black. Black is not a colpstrictly spaking It is the
absaceof all colos It then denotes nystey, providing
a seseof potential and possibilityit is also assodéel
with power, deganceand brmality The se&onday
color isbrown. It is thecolor of the earth, thus imply
ing love for the environment like the color geen. Some
shads of brown create a wam, combrtable fedling of
wholesomeéess naturalness and dgendability
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Fondly callel as theHouseof OMyu,O theame
assume was fom St. Br. Mutien-Marie Wiaux
[pronouncel as Owee-yo0](1841:917), vino Ogve a
perfect exampleof all thevirtues; espeially notalbe
were his paience obalienceand his eligious obse
vanceof the Rule O

The ofpcial Houseascot is thblue whale. The
Blue Whale (Balaenoptera musculus) is a marinenammal
said to behelargest animal to hee ever lived on
Earth. Whale ae associted with intdligence longer-
ity, might, gatleness peaceand love for the environ-
ment.

The primaly color epresentation of the Houseis
blue. It is often the color assoctad with thesea and
sky It corveys calm, sength, friendliness steadfastnss
intelligenceand conbdece The seeondaly color is
pink. It denotes dharm, playfulness and tederness
often identibed with positie child-like attitudes It also
cornveys good halth, freshness happines and geeral
contentment.
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The House Couples

The HouseCouples ae mem-
bers of the Housewho have been
chosa by theHeadmasteto act as
parents ofthe House The Head
maste makes it a point to boose
adult manbers (usually a makend
a femaleteacher or support stdf
member) of a particular Housevho
are not presently central or middle
level administraors so as to male
clearer ddineation beween ofpcial
sdool functions and Houseslated
activities They are given thevital
task as thanimating andbind-
ing spirit of the House They are
expected to act as beevolent par-
ents to theneeds ofthe young
membe's and as peeptive leade's
to the othe adult menbers They
are expected to dtend to thegeneral
managenent of the Housewith the
help of the HouseCouncil of
Adults (HCA) and thédouseCoun
cil of Students (HCS). In tims of

The House Council of
Adults (HCA)

The HouseCouncil of Adults
(HCA) is gien thevital task ofas
sisting theHouseParent in there-
alizaion of the program in the
realm of the House This Council is

-

m”:ffj r

the ofpbcial Housevents or compt-

-

sure that the Houseis well-
represanted. They are also &pected
to makethe necessay judgment
calls in light ofthe entire House&d

composd of 5 wiseadult menbers
of the House who ar ather elected
or appointa into theCouncil. They
are expected to dtentive to the
needs ofthe HouseParent, espe
cially becausealone theHouse
Couples can only do so nch.
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House couples are given
the vital task as the ani-
mating and binding spirit
of the House. They are
expected to act as be-
nevolent parents to the
needs of the young mem-
bers and as perceptive
leaders to the other adult
members.

participaion and peformance The
tions they are responsite in making HouseParents ae also &pected to

work togeher as a couplesharing
their time, talent and treasue for
the good oder of the House

The House Council of
Students (HCS)

The HouseCouncil of Students
(HCS) is gien thevital task ofas
sisting theHouseCouples and the
HouseCouncil of Adults in imple
menting programs ofthe House
espeially thosehat directly afect
the student members of the House
The HCS is compostof ather
elected or appointe studats with
excdlent leadeship qualitia Al-
though it mg vary from Houseto
House theusual composition ahe
HCS is 15, thais onemaleand
femalestudent from each year level
in the Day High Sdool, onerepre-
sentative from theNight High
Sdaool, and theclass myors of the
Grade Sdool classetha bdong to
the House Student HouseCouncil
members ae sdected using an ap
propriate, informed and fair pocess
determined by theHCA.



